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	OBJETIVO GENERAL

	This course attempts to introduce students to the critical analysis of foreign language and education policies in Colombia in their connection with international reform agendas.




	OBJETIVOS ESPECÍFICOS

	
1. Identify the most important education and foreign language reforms introduced in Colombia in the last decades.
2. Analyze the connection among these education and foreign language policies, and how these plans are related to transnational trends associated with what we now define as “globalization”.
3. Discuss the main implication these reform agendas have for educational actors in different educational settings.
4. Demonstrate the ability to adopt a critical and informed position towards current policy agendas.





	CONTENIDO GENERAL

	
This course will be divided into four big areas of study: 1) Processes of “globalization” and their connection with language and education reforms; 2) Education policy in Colombia: Main reforms in the last decades; 3) Foreign Language Policy in Colombia: The National Program of Bilingualism; and 4) The local implementation and appropriation of reform.




	METODOLOGÍA

	

Students will be assigned some readings for each week. Based on the readings, they will write three short (1-2 pages) reaction papers along the course. These reaction papers will be shared with their peers in class. In these reaction papers, students will choose one of the issues discussed in the readings, engage with the main arguments of the authors examined, and explore the implications for our context. By the end of the course, students will write a 15-20 page paper examining the different education and language policies associated with a particular area of interest or educational setting that each student will select. Possible areas of interest include evaluation, curriculum design, materials development, use of L1 in class, language teaching in different contexts, “bilingualism” in Colombia, etc. 








	ACTIVIDADES

	
Theme I: Processes of “globalization” and their connection with language and education reforms (weeks 2-3)
In this part of the course, we will explore different economic, political, and cultural processes associated with the current wave of what we now call “globalization” and how these reform processes have an effect on education and language policymaking across countries as well as in Colombia.

Theme II: Education policy in Colombia: Main reforms in the last decades 
In these sessions, we will study recent and past education reforms introduced in Colombia in the last two decades. These include the General Education Law of 1994, as well as current proposals such as “Visión Colombia 2019” which attempt to shape the education system in Colombia for the coming years. 

Theme 3: Foreign Language Policy in Colombia: The National Program of Bilingualism. (weeks 6-10)
In these weeks students will get familiar with policies associated with the National Program of Bilingualism. These include the National Standards for English, the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, and the different decrees and regulations associated with the policy. In this section of the course, students will also discuss some of the local reactions to these policies.
Theme IV: The local implementation and appropriation of reform: Antioquia Bilingue, Medellín City, and different approaches in different educational settings. Weeks 11-16
In this part of the course, students will get familiar and will analyze local language policies. Readings will be taken from the official websites of Gobernación de Antioquia and Alcaldía de Medellín.  Additionally, the professor will summarize current reforms in Medellín and Antioquia, and will invite some local researchers and leaders who will present their studies and proposals being carried out around the region. 





	EVALUACIÓN

	
Evaluation criteria will be negotiated with students. The following criteria are proposed:
1. Class Participation (Class attendance, student’ preparedness, active participation, respect for the others’ opinions, risk taking when expressing opinions): 20%
2. Reaction papers (Clarity, relevance, risk taking when expressing opinions) : 30%
3. Final paper: 30%
4. Quizzes: 20%
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